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Articles - A Blast from the Past

Truth
by Arlan Weight (Bismarck, North Dakota)

Recently a person who once attended the Worldwide Church of God commented on how his son, who is in his
early twenties, is blaming him for his lack of social skills. He claims that, because he was kept from participating in school
activities on Friday nights, he was deprived of something that now limits his ability to relate to other people.

His story is, no doubt, the story of many thousands of others around the world dealing with similar accusations in
their own families. What are we to think of it? Did parents in the Church of God do wrong by keeping their children from
things other children had the chance to participate in? Should they now regret the course of action they took in withdrawing
them from Friday night activities as well as other events relating to Christmas, Easter, Halloween, etc.? Could they have
done it differently? Could they have avoided some of these nagging problems as they hear their own children telling them
these things?

As stated above, these accusations from our own children are common to many thousands of Church of God parents.
It is one of the things that sometimes has caused one of the deepest, most bitter rifts in families. Why? Because maybe,
the way our children saw it, they were made to feel like outcasts, different from society. Some have withdrawn themselves
from people, as this young man, mentioned above. Is this what we would have wanted? No, of course not.

How should parents receiving these accusations, respond? What should they say? Emotions can run hot and there
can be a lot of anger and frustration. How can it be explained? In Matthew 10:34-36 Jesus gives us a hint as to what is
happening when he says, "Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to send peace but a sword. For
| am come to set a man at variance against his father, and daughter against her mother, and daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household."

Why would Jesus say such a thing? Haven't you always heard just the opposite? Of course! But why, or how would
Jesus set a man at variance against his father? The word 'variance' comes from the Greek word 'dichazo'. It means
'to make two, divide into two' (Young's Concordance) In verse 34 Jesus says he came to send a 'sword'. What do swords
do? They cut, they divide, and it's even painful.

But why did Jesus say this? Doesn't Jesus want unity? In Psalms 133:1 it says "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." If Jesus inspired these words in Psalms, is he contradicting himself in Matthew
10:34 when he says he came to divide... cause division?

Is there a contradiction here? On the one hand Psalms 133:1 says it's good to have unity and then Christ comes
along and tells us he's sending division and divides families. Could it be he's telling us something here, which we need
to ponder and think about? Could it be he's telling us he wants unity alright, but in these few verses he's saying that truth
has a higher priority than unity and that it will cause division in families... even church families.

When Jesus was on trial for his life, He made it plain to Pilate that there is such a thing as truth and error. He told
Pilate, “To this end was | born, and for this cause came | into the world, that | should bear witness unto the truth.
Everyone that is of the truth hears my voice." (John 9:37)

If this world was following the ways of truth, there would be no reason for Jesus to say such a thing. Pilate himself
must have been confused when Jesus said what he did. He (Pilate) then asked, "What is truth?" (John 9:38)

This world is following after a spirit of error. It's not following after a spirit of truth. It can't. Notice John 14:16-17
Jesus said, "If ye love me keep my commandments and | will pray the Father and He shall give you another Comforter...
even the spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive."

Imagine that! The world, the society we live in, cannot receive the spirit of truth. The Bible says this world is deceived.
Look at Revelation 12:9. "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world..." There's the answer. That's why this society can't receive the 'spirit of truth’. There's
someone guarding the door. And it's none other than Satan. He and his angels are the present rulers of earth. Their
influence is everywhere. Mankind, of and by himself cannot accept truth.

So back to the questions asked above, what should parents have done? Once we heard the truth of the Bible should
we have turned a blind eye and go on. Should we, could we have continued to send our children to 'Sunday' school when
we once learned Sunday is not the commanded day of rest. Should we have continued to teach our children to observe
Christmas, Easter, Halloween and all the days society observes, once we learned they all have their roots in paganism?
Should we not teach our children to observe the days God says to observe?
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Let's think about it... If we wanted to measure up to being a 'Christian' according to the Bible definition, we had no
other choice. We were faced with a decision... There was no way of dodging the issue. How could we look our children
in the eye and tell them lies, or not teach them the truth we had learned. Maybe some could but for many this was a
crossroads.

Let's think back to that time. For me it was the mid-sixties-early seventies. Many of us were just starting our families.
We were young exuberant people striving to be successful, striving to fulfill dreams of making our mark in life or just
striving for happiness, like everyone else. Our children were young also, just babies or preschool. In our neighborhoods
different families were attending various churches of either protestant or catholic denominations. We too attended
different churches of our choosing. Maybe we were content, maybe not.

Then one day we stumbled across a voice on the radio that claimed most of these churches were in error. That's
right error... How could that be? How could all of these churches, claiming to be Christian be doing contrary to the Bible?
Don't they get their religion out of that book?

Apparently not, because many of the things we did in our Protestant or Catholic backgrounds are not there. We
began to find opposites in our Bibles, or things contrary to what we had always done or believed. We were somewhat
stunned at first. How could this be? It seemed amazing that this knowledge had been there all these centuries and yet
religions were not following the book that they claimed as their foundation. The following are some of these things we
were shocked to find out.:

e The Sabbath is not Sunday but Saturday. Most, if not all, mainstream religions acknowledge this but continue to
observe Sunday anyway.

e Jesus did not die on Friday and the resurrection was not on Sunday.

e The law (Ten Commandments) has not been done away or replaced by something else as some denominations
teach. Rather Jesus kept it and taught us that we ought to do so also.

e Jesus was not born on December 25th. Even if he was, we are not taught anywhere from scripture, to observe
it.

e Except for Thanksgiving, most, if not all the holidays, this society observes, come from origins predating
Christianity. The Bible plainly tells us not to learn or practice these days but that it is simply worshiping God in
vain (Jeremiah 10)

e Rather, we are taught to observe the Holy Days God commands listed in Leviticus 23. Jesus, and his disciples
kept them. If Jesus is to be our example of how to live why aren't we keeping the same days?

e Man does not now have an immortal soul. Salvation is possible but it is quite different than what this world's
religion teaches.

e The reward of the saved is not heaven.
e Evolution is a lie. God exists and is provable in a number of ways.

e The Gospel, the message of God's kingdom, the message Jesus brought to this earth, has basically not been
taught for 1900 years.

This is a short list. There is more... much more. It was only the beginning of the things we began to discover. On the
one hand we were excited about learning this new knowledge, but on the other hand we could see the problems coming
our way once we began to embrace this understanding. Over time we began to see how religions of this world, even so
called 'Christianity’, were following after tradition and not God's commands at all. They only had 'form', but no real
substance.

What were we to do? We had a fork in the road. We could either forget what we heard and read, or we could take
up the challenge to begin to follow after the Biblical instructions. We could continue to observe Sunday, Christmas, Easter
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etc., or we could begin to keep the Sabbath and all God's Holy Days.

For most of us with families this was no easy task, and it was not just something we casually changed over to. It
meant trouble for many of us. It meant hostile mates or parents, especially when they began to see our determination to
follow biblical instruction rather than tradition. It was unsettling to them. It was new to us, but it was an earthquake to
them!

"What? Take off from work or school and go somewhere to keep what... The Feast of Tabernacles? What's
that? What, are you crazy? And what... no more working on Saturday? How are we to get anything done around home.
Don't you realize that's the day when we do the things, we can't do the rest of the week?"

And so, you respond, "We have Sunday, certainly we can get our work done. It's not like we've lost any time...", only
to hear, "No way! ... that's when all our neighbors are resting. Besides what will they think? And "we're sending our kids
to Sunday school, and that's that!"

Oh yes, our children..., what about them? What will we teach them? What will their friends say when they can no
longer participate in Halloween parties or Christmas things? And what will their teacher say when you pull them out of
school for eight days to go off to some 'stupid' thing called the... "Feast of Tabernacles"?

For some it was not as difficult when husband and wife both resolved to follow after this new way of life, but this was
not the situation with many. Many found they were faced with an uphill battle on two fronts. There was the one at home
with family, and then there was the other with friends and work associates. In some cases, it meant our very jobs. Some
lost them for their resolve not to work on Saturdays.

Again, the words Jesus spoke in Matthew 10:34-36 suddenly came alive. What kind of effort, what kind of conviction
was needed to follow through? Just like building a house or going into business, we needed to 'count the cost'. Notice
again what Jesus said, "For which of you intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it?" (Luke 14:28) Could we measure up? Did we have what it took. Could we finish the job?
Luke 14:26-33 showed us what was required. Up to this point we had a little taste of what we could expect, but could we
go on? Could we go all the way?

So now, as this article started out, what are we to make of it when our own children, who are grown, blame us for
things as they do? Should we not have taught them the 'truth'? Or was this not just one of the things we should have
expected... one of the things we should have considered in 'counting the cost'?

As a parent looking back to those years, is there anything one could have done differently? As we've seen, we were
faced with the decision of either committing ourselves to the truth or forget we ever heard it and kept right on doing as
we always had done.

Again, as we think deeply about it, we made the correct decision to step out and do what we did. We were compelled
to commit ourselves to the truth and we saw in Scripture, where we also were commanded to teach our children. Notice
the words in Deut. 6:6-11. "And these words, which | command you this day shall be in thine heart..."

Were the things we were hearing and reading in our hearts? Yes of course. We were committed to them. We could
see the way the world was traveling, and it was not the way of the Bible. So most definitely, the Bible commands were in
our hearts.

Then it says, "And you shall teach them diligently unto your children, and shalt talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up"... (Deut. 6:7) Nowhere in all of the
Bible is there a more direct command of how we are to teach our children. What to teach them is spelled out in succeeding
chapters and elsewhere. The things we were to teach were the commandments, statutes and principles God gave to our
ancient forefathers. It also included things not to teach them, such as indicated in Jeremiah 10.

It was plain to us and so we proceeded to do so. We wanted our children to have the best in education. We saw the
need to be truthful to them. We could also see how it affected their relationships with other children. We could then, as
well as now, see the truth of Jesus words. They are still ringing in our ears. But was there something else we could have
emphasized, while teaching them truth. Notice what Jesus emphasized to his disciples.

Just before Jesus was to give his life, he gave his disciples instruction as to what they should expect. Basically, he
was telling them the world was not accepting him and that they should expect the same treatment. In John 15:19-20 He
says, "If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours
also.

Jesus told them, "These things have | spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out of
the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service....But these things
have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that | told you of them ..." (John 16:1, 4)
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The disciples, while they were with Jesus were like little children. They were somewhat shielded from criticism. Our
children, too, were shielded from things when they were small. Jesus emphasized to his disciples that it was not going to
be easy. It seems apparent to this writer that our children needed this same type of emphasis. It was a kind of
encouragement so that when they were taunted and criticized by other children, or even their teachers, they would also,
just like Jesus' disciples, remember that we had told them so. All the while we needed to teach them to love truth in all
aspects of their lives, not just in the religious aspect, but in all areas.

As far as Biblical truth, when our children got to be teenagers, many of them began to think it over. They began to
say, "l don't want to stand out this way." Some of them began to withdraw from friends. Others chose the other course of
action and withdrew from parents choosing their peers over them. What would we have done? Might we not have had a
similar attitude? Might we not have had a little bitter attitude over not being able to participate in Friday night activities?
Quite likely. Unless our children came to the same conviction that we did, and loved the truth as we did, they would not
stay with it.

The church, at that time saw what was happening. It saw that our children were being alienated from others of their
peers and so it introduced the Y.O.U. program. (Youth Opportunities United) Because our children were not able to
engage in sports and other activities on Friday nights, the church sensed this overwhelming need to do something. Did
it work? Was it the right thing to do?

Looking back, we can see it worked... at least partially. It allowed for our children to participate in some events.
That's true, and our intention was certainly noble and good. They would not have to abandon their parents or their desire
for the sports activities. This seemed to make life a little easier for them. Parents too breathed a bit easier, as now the
children had a semblance of what all other children their age had to enjoy. Besides, parents thought, "now our kids can
have mainly church kids as their friends..."

But did it deal with the real issue of our children following Biblical truths because they were committed to them as
the parents were? To this writer it appears now to have been somewhat of an escape. Not only for our children, but for
parents as well. It was a way of not having to face the fact of having to go contrary to the world. Parents knew by this
time it was not fun for them and they wanted very much to help their children. They did the best they could or knew how
to at the time. And why? Because of the love of the truth.

Since that time 25 to 30 years have passed. Our children are now adults. Many of them have their own families with
children of their own. They now are faced with the same decisions we faced three decades ago. What will they teach
them? Will they remember what they were taught? Will they sense the same compelling need to teach them truth? Or
will the pressures of society cause them to pull back?

By this time, it should be apparent, that, only if they have a love for truth, will they go on and teach it to their children.
Just as we were given it, and we received it, so must our children be taught to love truth. It's not enough to just know
the truth. It's something we must love. It's a character trait that has to be ingrained in us, to love truth and hate falsehood.

If we teach our children this, then we have taught them. We will have set them on a path to ask questions. We will
have taught them to test & prove things. We will have taught them the importance of it. They will then take it from there
and seek out truth, even more than what we have done. Once they discover things they have proved, they will learn to
love it and live by it.

This world, this society, is riddled with deception, but truth is available. We must seek it, but before that, we must
have a love for it. In the future scripture seems to indicate a time is coming when people are going to fall for deception
'en masse'. Up until this time the whole world has been deceived, basically everyone, except for those God has drawn
and given understanding. But a time is coming when deception is going to appear very much like truth.

'False Christ’'s and false prophets are going to wax more eloquent and more believable even to the point of deceiving
the very 'elect’ if that were possible. Notice Matthew 24:24. "For there shall arise false Christ’s, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

Do you suppose this will be the same time when that great counterfeit Christ will appear on the earth? Notice 2
Thess. 2:8-13. "And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth and
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders. And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie: that they all might be damned (judged) who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:" Do you suppose, in order
to remain undeceived at that time, it's going to take something more than just knowing truth. It's going to mean one will
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have to have a love for it.

Truth Divides Church Families

As was stated before, truth can divide church families as well as biological types. To this writer it's quite evident the
many splits and schisms that have occurred since 1986 are a result of different groups beginning to look deeper into the
things they once believed.

Upon research, some issues appear to be somewhat flawed, while at the same time many others are more deeply
ingrained. Some people are maturing in that they are really doing what they have been instructed to do as it says in 1
Thess. 5:21, "Prove all things, hold fast that which is good."

Maybe some things we've heard or done in the past were not 100% accurate, but does this mean everything? No,
of course not. But proving things, holding on to some, while rejecting others has an unsettling aspect to the leadership of
some of the 'Church of God' groups. For some, it's not a problem. However, for some leaders, there appears to be an
unwillingness to allow any other explanation than that which has been followed. If any is proposed, or openly discussed,
it is viewed as divisionary, causing disunity. The person, or group of persons, are thus barred from attending services or
interaction with others who hold with that leadership.

This is nothing new. Take a look at 1 Corinthians 11:18. Paul had just finished discussing the issue of hair length
and covering with men and women. In verse 16 it indicates that certain of these kinds of issues were generating a lot of
contention. When in verse 17 Paul said he was not happy about the contentiousness.

It appears that, when they got together, there could have been a lot of arguing and bickering. Maybe sometimes,
when they got together, they got into shouting matches and were generating a lot of strife. "Now in this that | declare unto
you | praise you not, that you come together not for the better, but for the worse."

They appeared not to be coming together so that they got a better balance or understanding of some issue, but
rather to argue and fight. It was not that they should not discuss things, but it was primarily their lack of love for truth.

The whole issue then, as it is today was attitude. If all individuals would have had a deep-down love for the truth of
any matter, they would be willing to hold their tongue while another is given a chance to talk. They all would be willing to
analyze facts and proofs and be willing to submit to that which is true. None would have the attitude of being locked in
time over any issue simply because of tradition, but rather what's right and what's wrong, what works, and what doesn't
work.

But what was happening? Paul goes on, "First of all, when you come together in the church, | hear that there be
divisions among you;"... The Greek word for 'division' is 'schisma' meaning a 'rent, cleft or schism'. "For there must be
also heresies among you that they which are approved may be made manifest among you." (1 Cor 11:19)

The Greek word for 'heresies' is 'haresis' meaning 'choice opinion, sentiment'. (Young's Concordance) Normally
the word heresy has a bad connotation of going contrary to some established understanding. But here it doesn't follow
that same meaning. The word for 'approved' is 'dokimos' meaning 'tested, tried'. (Young's Concordance)

1 Corinthians 11:19 has always had a negative aspect to it showing disunity, but when we investigate the meaning
of these Greek words it appears quite the opposite. If we read it with their intended meaning it would go something like
this. "For there must be also choices, opinions and sentiments, that those things, or people, that have been tested or
tried will stand out and become evident to all."

Paul quite likely understood that everyone did not see eye to eye and automatically have unity on everything and
saw the need for some kind of discussion and testing, proving what's right and what's not.

Today, some 'Church of God' leaders view open discussions as leading to disunity and discourage their
congregations from doing so, or at least do not feel comfortable when it happens. But quite the contrary, many topics
need this kind of airing out. To this writer, it also must not be only for the ministry or leadership to do it. (Matt. 23:8-12)
Everyone should participate. Open discussions are healthy and reveal each other’'s mind. As we do this, we actually can
better test and evaluate things. We are then developing within us this love for truth.

Furthermore, we must not get into a rut by saying, "this is the way we've always understood this, or this is the way it
has always been done." The Bible is quite clear that understanding truth is a process of learning and growing. Notice
John 16:13. "How be it when he," God's Spirit, "is come, he will guide you into all truth." Peter said it a little differently
when he said, "grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which links back to the words
Jesus said in John 18:37, "everyone who is of the truth hears my voice."

Finally, then, in 1 Corinthians 14, Paul gives a short but clear discourse on how we ought to learn and interact with
each other. Indeed, it appears this instruction is how the church services were conducted back then. Maybe we can take
a lesson from this and apply it to our time.

“Let the prophets (public expounder - Young's Concordance) speak two or three and let the other judge. If anything,
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be revealed to another that sits by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy (publicly expound) one by one,
that all may learn, and all may be comforted (exhorted).” (1 Cor. 14:29-31)

Conclusion

Truth is a very broad topic. Truth verses error exists in every facet of our lives. In the religious sphere when we first
began to understand some things, it began to separate us from the world's teaching. It also began to separate us from
various members of our family who had different thoughts.

As time went on the learning and growing continued. Up until 1986 the level of truth or understanding depended
solely on the one who first taught us all... and that was Herbert W. Armstrong and the leadership in the Worldwide
Church of God. After he died learning and growing did not end. For indeed, then is when the process began where all
that had previously been taught, was looked at more closely.

This process has continued to lead to further divisions, of the Church of God. Truth continues to be the thing that
divides. Not that truth is the culprit, but that some are drawn to it, no matter where it leads, while others are not quite
sure they want to go there. Another explanation is that some may love it more and are committed to it, while others
accept truth more superficially. Whatever is the case it's not a time for us to judge one another or be critical of each
other’s understanding. This is best left in God's hands, who is the perfect judge.

With all the barbaric behavior of human beings going on in the world, we are more and more aware of how little true
knowledge there really is. Nations are in the process of gearing up for war. The main reason is the lack of truth and
sharing of it. Underlying that there is very little love for it.

This is the world, but it need not be this way in the Church of God. Here is where there ought to be a great deal of
love and forbearance, recognizing that most everyone is being tested and is being proved. We need to encourage each
other more and more "speaking the truth in love." (Eph 4:15)

We also ought to consider what it says in Heb. 10:25. "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.

The young man mentioned in the opening remarks, is destined to come to grips with the issue of truth. In fact, the
whole world is destined for an awakening. It will happen in a big way when Christ returns to establish his government.
Then truth will be taught everywhere. It's not taught everywhere today, as the one in charge is also the father of lies. "He
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it." (John 8:44)

For now, only those God draws (John 6:44) are being enlightened, but one day all people will be. (Jer. 31:34) For
those who accept the challenge to follow after truth now there is great reward. For those who are willing to accept criticism,
being ridiculed and rejected there is great hope. One day they will be greatly honored for doing so. (Matt 5:18)

Only when Christ returns, and Satan is removed will there be any hope for peace. Only then will truth prevail and be
spread abroad. Those who are ingraining this love for truth now will have that opportunity to teach it at that time.

(This article has been updated and re-printed from “The Church of God Messenger” November/December 2001—
Issue No. 6.)

Articles — More Parts

Those nihilistic Alinskyites, past and present, part 2
(Copyright) by Curtis Dahlgren (Stephenson, Michigan)

"Religion was to be replaced by the exact sciences, family life by free love, private property by collectivism... "
— Encyclopedia Britannica, 1910

THEY CALL THEMSELVES "PROGRESSIVES." THEY CALL THEMSELVES SECULAR. They don't like to be called
liberals. So, let's just call them what they ARE: "over-the-hill-hippies." And Nihilists. Communists. They talk about "taking
back the nation" (so they can turn it over to what?). They talk about shutting down alternative news media. They don't
really mind having their patriotism questioned either; they're secretly PROUD of their anti-Americanism. They don't mind
being the "vocal minority" either because they know that under totalitarianism the minority rules! And they wouldn't know
how to govern a nation. Centuries of technological progress would be stopped if not destroyed.
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I've alluded to this subject before, but a deeper look into the eyes of these aging hippies — who would have us
be "more like Europe" and more like Castro's island-of-misery (and Hugo's Gulag on the north shore of the
continent to our South) — is long overdue:

"NIHILISM, the name commonly given to the Russian form of revolutionary Socialism, which had at first an academical
character, and rapidly developed into an anarchist revolutionary movement."

[The following quotes are all from the Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th edition (1910), with my emphasis throughout.]

"It originated in the early years of the reign of Alexander Il, and the term was first used by Turgeniev in his celebrated
novel, Fathers and Children, published in 1862 [three years after Darwin published Origin]. Among the students of
the universities and the higher technical schools Turgeniev had noticed a new and strikingly original type — young men
and women in slovenly attire, who called in question and ridiculed the generally received convictions ['faith'l and
respectable conventionalities ['mores'] of social life, and talked of reorganizing society on strictly scientific
principles.

"They reversed the traditional order of things even in trivial matters of external appearance, the males allowing the hair
to grow long and the female adepts cutting it short and adding sometimes the additional badge of blue spectacles. Their
appearance, manners and conversation were apt to shock ordinary people, but to this they were profoundly indifferent,
for they had raised themselves above the level of so-called public opinion, despised ['Philistine'] respectability, and
rather liked to scandalize people still under the influence of what they consider antiquated prejudices.

"For aesthetic culture, sentimentalism and refinement of every kind they had a profound and undisguised contempt.
Professing extreme utilitarianism and delighting in paradox, they were ready to declare that a shoemaker who
distinguished himself in his craft was a greater man than a Shakespeare or a Goethe . . .

"Thanks to Turgeniev, these young persons came to be known in common parlance as 'Nihilists,' though they never
ceased to protest against the term as a calumnious nickname. According to their own account, they were simply earnest
students who desired reasonable reforms, and the peculiarities in their appearance and manner arose simply from an
excusable neglect of trivialities in view of graver interests.

"In reality, whatever name we may apply to them, they were the extreme representatives of a curious moral awakening
and an important intellectual movement among the Russian educated classes . . .

"In material and ['moral'] progress Russia had remained behind the other European nations, and the educated classes
felt, after the humiliation of the Crimean War [ala Vietnam], that the reactionary regime of the emperor Nicholas must be
replaced by a series of drastic ['reforms']. With the impulsiveness of youth and the recklessness of inexperience,
the students went in this direction much farther than their elders, and their reforming zeal naturally took an academic,
pseudo-scientific form.

"Having learned the rudiments of [legal] positivism, they conceived the idea that Russia had outlived the religious and
metaphysical stages of human development, and was ready to enter on the positivist stage [i.e., secular
progressive]. She ought, therefore, to throw aside all religious and metaphysical conceptions [such as God], and to
regulate her intellectual, social and political life by the pure light of natural science.”

Does any of this sound familiar to you yet? The Britannica goes on to say:
"Among the antiquated institutions which had to be abolished as obstructions to real progress, were religion,
family life, private property, and centralized administration.

"Religion was to be replaced by the exact sciences, family life by free love, private property by collectivism, and
centralized administration by a federation of independent communes.

"Such doctrines could not, of course, be preached openly under a paternal, [imperial] government, but the press censure
had become so permeated with the prevailing spirit of enthusiastic liberalism, that they could be artfully
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disseminated under the disguise of literary criticism and fiction, and the public very soon learned the art of reading
between the lines.

"The work which had perhaps the greatest influence in popularizing the doctrines was a novel called Shto Dyelati? ("What
is to be done?'), written in prison by Tchernishevski, one of the academic leaders of the movement, and published with
the sanction of the authorities.

"In the winter of 1861-1862 a high official wrote to a friend who had been absent from Russia a few months: 'lIf you
returned now, you would be astonished at the progress which the opposition — one might say, the revolutionary party —
has made . . .

"Certainly the government was under the influence of the prevailing enthusiasm for ['reform] for it liberated all the serfs,
endowed them with arable land, and... was preparing other important reforms in a similar spirit . . . [but] the well-
intentioned, self-confident young people to whom the term Nihilists was applied were not reasonable. They wanted an
immediate, thorough-going transformation of the existing order of things according to the most advanced socialistic
principles, and in their youthful, reckless impatience they determined to undertake the work themselves,
independently of and in opposition to the government.

"As they had no means of seizing the central power, they adopted the method of endeavoring to bring about the desired
political, social and economic changes by converting the masses to their views. They began, therefore, a propaganda
among the working population of the towns and the rural population in the villages.

"The propagandists were recruited chiefly from the faculty of physical science in the universities, from the
Technological Institute, and from the medical schools, and a female contingent was supplied by the midwifery
classes of the Medico-Surgical Academy . ..

"Some disguised themselves as artisans or ordinary labourers and sought to convert their uneducated fellow-workmen
in the industrial centers, whilst others settled in the villages as school-teachers, and endeavored to stir up disaffection
among the recently emancipated peasantry by telling them that the tsar intended they should have all the land, and
that his benevolent intentions had been frustrated by the selfish landed proprietors and the dishonest officials.

"Landed proprietors and officials, it was suggested, should be got rid of, and then the peasants would have arable,
pastoral and forest land in abundance, and would not have to pay any taxes.

"To persons of a certain education the agitators sought to prove that the general economic situation was desperate, that
it was the duty of every conscientious citizen to help the people in such a dilemma.

Reprinted with permission from: Renew America
http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/dahlgren/220131

Prophecy

Flying Scroll or Digital Ledger?
(Copyright) by Dwight Fleming (Oroville, California)
Zechariah chapter five mentions a Flying Scroll (See verses 1-4). There is writing on both sides of it. It is to be a curse
which affects the entire land (verse 3). It will primarily affect the thief and the liar. This Flying Scroll has puzzled me for
quite a while. What event is the Bible trying to show us that will come about in the near future?

Others have explained this Flying Scroll to be a missile. However, it is not rolled up to form a cylinder shape but is spread




The “New” Church of God Messenger
A Newsletter for the People of God
June 11, 2022 --- Issue No. 71

Special Edition

open to show the writing that is contained on both sides. Consequently, it is not shaped like a missile. And how would
this "flying missile" mostly affect thieves and liars?

It finally hit me about two weeks ago what this Flying Scroll is depicting. Have you noticed in the last few years that it is
getting harder and harder to use cash? | tried depositing some cash into a friend's bank account awhile
back. Nope! Can't do that anymore. The IRS won't allow banks to accept cash deposits from an unknown source. |
was told to write a check or get a money-order. Same problem when | tried to pay my utility bill with cash at their local
office. | had to show my ID as now required by the IRS.

The U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) knows that there is a vast underground economy thriving out there from the use
of cash. Thus, without proper documentation, unreported income that can't be taxed is a major concern for government
tax officials. With Federal and State governments having budget woes, any revenue that can't be collected is not
something to be overlooked. Rather, as we have been witnessing, every level of government seeks to obtain more and
more control over our lives. Those who don't pay any taxes by not reporting any income are considered thieves by the
government. And anyone who falsely reports their income on his or her tax return is considered a liar. Remember the
statement on your tax form above your signature? "Under penalty of perjury . . ."

We have seen the rise of Digital Currency. If you use any bank card or credit card, your transactions are documented
though considered private. But what if the government decided to eliminate cash and only allow the use of Digital
Currency issued by the government and not by your bank? And what would be their incentive? If your every transaction
was recorded on a Digital Ledger owned by the government, would this be a way for them to eliminate loss of tax revenue?

Think about it. If the government had access to your every financial transaction, wouldn't this eliminate any pretense of
privacy and allow complete government intrusion? Anyone protesting this intrusion would be met with the retort, "What've
you got to hide?"

| looked for videos on government issued Digital Currency. | found this one done by George Gammon about two years
ago. His explanation about the Government Digital Ledger matches what is described by the Flying Scroll found in
Zechariah five.

Okay, so you have nothing to hide. All your income is documented and reported. Great! But what if you contributed
money to an organization that the government deemed politically unfavorable including your church? This may then
affect your "social score" which would then affect your chances of obtaining a car loan or other bank approval? This kind
of government intrusion and coercion would not be a blessing for any law-abiding citizens. It would quickly become a
curse undermining the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution.

Take the time to watch this prophetic video. Zechariah five appears to be depicting such a future reality that will probably
take us ever closer to the Mark of the Beast system. That will be the ultimate government control over the lives of those
willing to accept it.

Watch little over 29-minute video: https://youtu.be/lkgV7LJv50s

Digital Currency Nightmare
(Copyright) by Dwight Fleming (Oroville, California)

Another report on the coming Digital Currency that is prophesied in Zechariah 5 as a "Flying Scroll." Pastor Steve
Cioccolanti of Discover Ministries adds some critical insight as to why central banks want the kind of control as currently
practiced in China.

From what | can tell, the Flying Scroll or Digital Currency will come about prior to the beginning of the 1,260 days when
the Two Witnesses will begin to prophesy, and the Woman (Jerusalem) flees into the wilderness. How long or soon after
the Digital Currency comes into play before the attack against Jerusalem, which begins the 1,260 days, is
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uncertain. There may be other prophecies that may indicate the time span that I'm not yet aware of.

Take five minutes to watch this alarming report: https://lyoutu.be/wMGXEUcOBS5s

Iron Sharpening Iron
New American Standard Bible (Proverbs 27:17)
As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.

In regard to: Seventy Weeks Prophecy
Article by Dwight Fleming
Comments by Laura Lee (Bismarck, North Dakota)

Dwight writes:

This is quite clear. If Pentecost had a set date as the other Holy Days, then there would be no need to count.
Furthermore, Pentecost, the Feast of Weeks, should always fall on a Sunday, the first day of the week. (Found in
paragraph 10 of Dwight’s article.)

Laura writes:

Do you know of anything that people count to that does not have a set date? The main reason why most people count to
anything is generally in anticipation of and most of the days people count to actually have a set date, for example
weddings, birthdays, Christmas, Vacations etc. So, it is a lame argument to say that we only count to Pentecost because
it has no set date. Pentecost has always been on Sivan 6, and it can be proven from scripture as well as from history.

Where exactly does it say in scripture that Pentecost should always fall on a Sunday?
Also, on your chart you seem to have Satan being cast out of heaven again. | know it says that in Revelation but in
Revelation could that just be a reflection or a relating back in history rather that something in the future? The thing is that

God does not allow evil in heaven so that means Satan isn’t in heaven to be cast out at this time.

We know Satan was in the Garden of Eden, so that means he was cast out of heaven before he showed up in the Garden
of Eden. So, could part of the book of Revelation be a relating of history?

Holy Days 2022

Passover — April 16, 2022 (Observed at Sunset the Evening Before)
Unleavened Bread — April 16-22, 2022

Pentecost — June 5, 2022

Trumpets - September 26, 2022

Atonement — October 5, 2022

Tabernacles — October 10-16, 2022

Last Great Day — October 17, 2022




